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POT ATION 


'A DISCOMKSE 
| | ABOUT 
CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN A NEW 


PLANTATIONS: 


:IWhere all, or the-moft c able part of free Planters profeſs their des 
fire andparpoje of enjoymgs & ſecurmng to themſelves and their Pot 
fleruy , the pure and peaceabls exjoyment of the Ordinances - 
Chrift in Church-jellowſhip with bis Peopie, and have bberty 18 
Caſt themſelves tnto that e Mould or Form of a Common-wealth, 
which-jball appear to be beftl far them. Tending 10 prove the Ex 
pediency and Neceſſity in that caſe of imtrufting free Burgeſies 
"wh:ch are member of Churches gathered amongi} them —_— 10 
{Coriffs with the power of Chuſing from among themſelves Mas 

pk and men ro whons he Ma of al Publich Civil 
Aﬀairs of Importance i to be committed. end to vindueatethe 
} ſame from an Imputation of an Under-Power nyo the Churches 
of Chr ft, whith bath been caſt upen it through a Miſtakes of the 
are Ba of the D neflion. to Ny 


TY hs. AT a. 4 


wa" » ate. 1h _— A— 


. _ 
7 
bl 


—_———— 


$3 


Reverend Sir gs BR oy 
cSRNICHY He 5 being now pore, and one dayes reſpite from 
S&  pablicx Labours on the Lords-day > "bop _— 
LA . courſe, I baye (ought out your Writing, and have re« 
e&XN vicwed it, and finde (as I formerly exprefled ro yoy 
-- ,- - - ff) rhatche Queſtion is miſ-ſtated by you; and that 
the Argamentswhifh you. pro juce to prove that wh.th is not de- 
aicd, are(in reference to this Queſtion)ſpent in vain, as a:rows are 
when they fall wide of the Marks they ſhould bir, though they 
Kcikeja 2 White whith the Arfher is nor called to ſhoot ar, \ 
A 2 The 


S068 
_- The terms wherein you ſtate the Queſtion, are theſe: ug 
"of * Whelbir ibs Right 'ahd Pojixer of Chuſimng Ertit Magiſtrates bes. 
gin'* +» lumgrenro the (harcb of Chriſt to 
To omir all critical. /nquiries, in. your thus ſtating the Queſticn, 
I utterly diſkke rwo things. FT M5. | 
Io That youſpeak of Civil Af rgiſſnates ndefinuely, and without 
Emitat on; under wh. &hnotion, all Magiſtrates in the world are in- 
Auded,. Ta#ks, and 1ndianz, and, /dolarers; as well as (Hriftranse 
Now no man, I thipk, holdetb or imagineth, that a Churth of 
Chriſt hath power andright ts huſe all Ciyil Magiſtrates through= 
- out the World: For, Re 
x 'Þn ſome Countceys there-is no Churth of Chriſt, all the in- 
habirants being Hearben men- and: [dolaters ; and among thoſe 
who are Called: £-r:ftian',. the number of. the Churthes.of Chriſt 
will-be found to-be ſo ſmall, andche Members of them fo £:w ard 
mean, that it is impoilible that rhe Right and Power of. thaoſing 
-—— REIN in. all places, ſhould beloog to the Churthes of 
; | | 
- - 2+ Nor have the Churfhes countenance of State in all Conn- 
treys, but are under Reſtraint and Perſecution in ſome; as the 
Zew) in '«£z7pt under 'Poar-ob, and inthe Captivity in. Babylons 
and.the.Cbri/tzay Churches 300. years afcer Chriſt perſecuted by &o- 
moan Z'mperonrs: and ip thele dayes thole Reformed Churfhes ſ«b 
erwce in. Anrwerp,. andother Popiſh Couotreys, | 
3+ In ſome Countreys the Churfhes are indeed under the Pto- 
teftion of Magiſtrates, as Forreigners , permitted quietly to fit 
down under their Winys: hur neither are the Members capable of 
Mag ſtracy there;. nor hayethey power of Voting in the Ehoice of 
Magiſt:ates : Syth wasthat Churth of. Strangers gatt ered;in Lore 
tor by f obanzes e Al: ſt: ,” with alfowante ofi Srate under the Rroad © 
Seal of En:land-m Edw. 6. Suh are the Datch and French C ber- 
bes in- Eng{«ud,, and other Charthes-in the: Nctherlands at this 


"FT ſame Countieys fundry Nations arefo wingk; tharthey 
Kaveſtveratty an equal 'Rightunto ſeveralipats of the Counrey, 
and thercfore though they Lve inthe ſame" general Eountrey, yet 


qficy, are governed by different Laws, and .baye ſeveral Mugiſtray's 


— 


fhoſen by themſchlves ſeveral! AT fMa- 
et y,nei them det le of Mar 
giftracy inthe others parts,nor baving Right and Power of thufing. 
Civil Magiſtrates there, Thus were the Jr a-/ite: joyned with the 
Ea14amces, that were left in Canaan unſubdued : and thus are the 
Enghſh planted in theſe parts of America, where ſundry Nations 
of [adiuns dwell near them, and are Proprietaries of the places 
.::whith. thy inbabic. . Now ,be that ſhould affem, rhar the 

* EburChes.of:Chriſh, -as Sole Have Right and Power of Ebouling: 
Giv:} Magiſtrates in ſubh plac S, ſeemethtome more 10 necd Phy- 
ſick then Argnments,to recover him from his Errour. 

2. Thefecond thing that I diſlike in your ſtating the Queſtion,is, 
in that you make the Comnrebes of Chriſt to be the (utqett of thus Rerht” - 
and: Power of chrojung Civil Magiſtrates, For 1. The Chur&h fa. 
conſidered is a Spiritual. Political Body, confiſting of divers Mem-- 
bers Male and Female, Bond and Free ; fundry of whith are nor 
capable of Magiſtracy, nor of Votinginthe Ehoice of Magiſtrates, | 
inalmuEh as none have that Right and Power bur free Burg eſſcs; *; 
among whom.Women and Seryants are not reckoned, though they * 
may be, and are Churth-members, 2. The Members of the 
Ehurches of Cher.ſt are conſlderable under a twofold reſpe& an- 
fwerableto the twofold min, which is ig all the Members of the 
ChurHh whilſt they are in this world, the inward & the outward man ..*<0r4-16- 
Whereunta the ouely wiſe God bath fitted and appointed two forts- 
of Adminiſtrations, Eccleſiaſtical and Crvils Hence they. are ca- 
pable of a twofold Relation, and cf AQtion and Power futable to. 
them both ;, v7. Civ and Sprriue!,, and accordingly muſt be ex- 
erCilediabam buth-in their ſeaſons,, without. confounding thoſe rwa- 

. different ſtares, or deſtroying either. of: them,. whileſh wbat-xhe 
tranſa& id civil Aﬀairs, is:done by. virtue of their. civil Relation, 
their ChurEh-ſtareanely ficting them to do it according to God. 
: Now tint the hate of he Queſtion rvay appear, .E-rbink jt ſea; 
fonable and veceflary to; premiſe a few Diſtinzons,..ro prevent all - 
miſtakes, . if ir. may be, | Gree ahprtagss | 
- Firſt thep, bt us diſiingyiſh.between the two Adminiſtrations or D f.u@.2, .- | 
Policies, Ecclefiaſtucal and, C:vily whith:;men commonly call :he | 
Chnrchand Commo.-wealth,. Fincline ratherto them. who ſpeak- 
. ing of a.Chriftun., Communion, make the Communion, to..be; the 
3X; | A.3- Gnu. 
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SC GRIT, , SECT 
"Ohrer In Ite ®-Cieli Nita! and Civil ro-be the Sperier of it; 
' For in'k Th/iR{zh'C6.n1/nunion there ave theſe. d f£-rent; Agininje, 

ſR-itzonsor Pol ries or State, Ecclefi itical & Civil: EcchGaſtical. 
Admi;:| ations,atea Drvje Order appouticato believers far boly comp», 
m.4nignof holy chmg+ + Civil Adminiſtrations, ace A» Humane Order. 
Appoimed by God ro men for Civil Fellowſhip of hlkmane thngs, This, 
wn defnech them; ard maketh 1, Order the Genns of 19:18 both: 
2,:Gad the Effroint avd Author of them both.” 3. Gods Glory «<e; 
Liſt Enll of them both. 4. Man bt commois Swhjett of both: And io 
<They agree yery well 1m the General N ature, £ fficrent, End and Subs: 
fett ; yet with difference all. For, - © 
| ,7. Though both agree if'this, that there is Qcder in their Ad-: 
E) _. Hinift:aticns,yer with this diffe. ence, that the Guidesin the Church. 
"© Þbo1-23:, 4,.je not a Deſpotical, ut Occonomical Power onely, («) being 
| 3 Corr3-5121- wor Lords ove: Cir 1/ts herit1ge, but flewaras undminfters of Chriſt aud 
& 4.5. £5.20. of the Church; the Dominion and Law-giving Power baing reſer>, 
| aPots-r- , edt Chriſt al0ne, 85 6+ on-ty Headof rhe:Chb:r0be Bur in the Other. 
-v 1330 * way given Lordly Power, Authority and Dominion unts, 
OT per.2.cs. wen(5). | | 
—O'® © 2, Thoughbothagree in this, that #ſ«n i the common Swhjel 


Fonable and Sociable Creature, capable of Civil Qcder, 1s or may 

be'the SubjeR of Civil Power and State : Biit Man by Grace called 
out 'F the wotld ro fellowſhip wich Jeſus Chriſt, and with his 
People, is.the onely SibjeRt of Chu, ch-power ; yet fo, 25 the Qut* 
-ward man of Charth-rembers is fub;:& ro the Civil Power ia: 
common with other men,” whileſt their Iaward tam is abe-lubje, 
6f 'Spiricuul Ordet ard Admipiftrations,/ 2 7 


Amuhir of them bixt; and that by Chriſt, yernor exders ratone. For, 
God as the Creator ad Governonraf the World, isthe Author of 
| Civil Order and Adminiſtrations : BurGed-asin-Coventnt wich bid 
|  . ., People in Chrift, is the Author of Church-Adminiſt-ations. Se 
| gobin-re9re Kkewſe Curift, 25 the Effenial Word ati Wildeme of Gud crca- 
' Hed.r.2,3, Ting and governing the World. is the Efficient and Fountainof Civlt 
$3308 :. + O:ider & Admits ſtrativns (c) : But 2s Mediator of the New Cove» 
| .$+23. & 4-81 1, nant;ee KradoefrbeChaureh/ te Tm AE _ 
A | a a4 2 : 4+ oug 


of then: b ch, yer with'this difference, Maniby Nature being 8 Ree* | 


3. Though rhey both agree io this, chir God i/ che Eſfcinr and 


th 


' 4+ Theugh they both 2gree io this, char they hove the (ame 
. Eng, vize FEA of Goa, yet be nes Frag of 
'the next End of. Civil Order and Aga.juiſtratigng, 1s Tee Frejerv«i.0n 
of Humane Societzes m owty-grd Honour, taſiice nd Peace: Bug the 
pexEnkof Church Orcer apd Adminifirajons, are Te Camp 
fon Ecificatuun, and Selygrion of Sorti, Per don of Siu, Power agamſt 
Siv, Peace with God. Bec, | 
5- Hence ariſcth arother Difference abour the 01 j-95 of theſe 
different Sxates : for though both agree in this, that they davethe 
cor mon Welfa: « for zheir aimeand ſcope ; yer the things about w high 
he Civil Power -is primarily canverfant, are Bogies, oa. arinG, 
2 Cor. 6. 4. of 72% p95 Toy ior, the things of this life , as Goody, 
Lands, Honeur the Liberties end Peace of the outward man. The things” 
' whereabour-the Church Power is exerciſed, are 74 pgs Thy Ode Heb-5-t) * 
. The things of Gads Bs the Spuls and ( rnſciences of met, the Dottrine 
and Warſlip of God, the Cammuniov of the Saints, - Hence 'alfo*+ 
7. They bave different Laws > 2. Different Officers - 3» Diffe- 
xent Power, whereby to reduce men to Order, accerding to their 
Lifferent Objects and Ends, Now that ajuſt harmony may bekept- 
between thele twodifferevt Qrders and Adminiſtrations, two Ex- 
Temes muſt be avoided : 1'Fhat they be not confounded: either - 
by giving the Spiruual Power, which is proper to the Church, int - 
the ofthe Civil Magiſtrate,as Erafipu would bavedonein the - 
matter of 'Excommunication, If any Magiſtrate ſhould preſume 
40 throſt Eimclf by-bis Authority or otherwiſe, into a Work which © 
-prope:ly belongs to a Chucch-Officer, let him remember what be- - 
fell 544/ and Uzz;ab;for ſadbing: or 2. By giving Civil-Power 
toChurch-Officers; who are calledto attend Spiritual mar- 
.zers, and the things of: God, and theefore may not - be: diſtracted - 
From rtbem by. Seculit intavglements, 1. ſay, Church-Officers, nar - 
Church-members ; for rljey (bot being limited as the Officers are by - 
God) are capable of twodifferent imployments, ſuting with two - 
.d f-rent Me» in themyjn-different reſpeAs;25 hath been ſaid*: and * 
as they may lawfully be imployed about things of this I;f&;, fothey - 
.are of all tnenfitreft;being ſandtified and- dedicated ro God tocarry 
-0n all warldly and cival bufineſs to-Gods engs, 35 we: ſhalldeclare 


SR Rs Jo in To RoW | 
"ip due time, © 'BarConcerning Churck-Officers. T am able with Gods 
"Help'to prove, that the devolving of Civil Power upon Paſto:Saf 
Churches, (upon how ſpecious pretences ſoever it began) gave thax 
*Rilſe cothe . M.or of Sin, which at laſt ſet his feer va the necks af 
' "the Princes of the Earth, yea, cf the Emperours of the Wild. 
"Tt was your miſtake, when you too confidently affirmed, That be 
tdumiting of the Kight 41d Power of chooſmg Civil Officers uno free Bure 
geſſes that are Members of Churches, brought that Tyranny mo the 
"Romiſh Charch, which all the Churches w, Criſt complain of. Te 
would well have become you to have better digeſted yuur own 
thoughts, befote ſuch words tiad pafſed through 5our hp ;' for you 
will never be able to produce 'any good Authoc chat will confirm 
-What you ſay. The truth is quite contrary ; for that I may inſtance 
in R---c it (elf: Had Churches been rightly managed. when the 
moſt corfiderable part-in that City embraced the Chriſtian Faith, 
4nthe ceali:g .Ff tre Ten Pcrſecarions, thar oriely fuch as bad been 
- it for the. State, had been admitted into Church-f.llowſhip, that 
they alone had had power, out-of themſelves to have Ehoſen Mi- 
:E ſtrates, ſuch Magiſtrates would not-bave been Ehoſ.n, as would 
have piven their Power TO» the Pop- ; nor would thoſe Churches 
-have (uffeced tbeir Paſtors co become Worldly Princes and Rulers, 
a5 the Pope and his Cardinals are; nor would they bave given up 
the Power of the Church from the Church jato the Officers hands, 
:-bur would baye'called up3n them to. foil cverr Mrmſtry which they 
chad r-ceized of the Lora; and if need were, would. by the power of 
Chriſt have compelled them fo to do :: And rhen where had the 
Pope+ Supremacy been . - which is made up of the Spoils of the 
 Ecelcfirſtical} and Civil State? but had by che coucle which now 
we plead far; been prevenced, © : 
'- 2. The ſecond Extreme £0 be ayoided, is, That theſe two dif- 
ferext Ocders and' States, Eccleſiaftica! and Cri, be not ſet inop- 
puficien 25cantraries. that one [ould d:ftroy the other, but as co- 
©:-dinate Frares, in the ſanie place reaching forth help mutually each 
ta other, for the welfare of both, -according to God : So that both 
Otkgers and M=mbers:of Churches be ſubjeR, in reſpe& of the 
outward man, 'to the Givil Power of thoſe who bear Rule in the 
LLivid Stateaccording to God, and teach others ſoto do ; And that 


the 


I » ]- 


the Civil Magiſtcates aud Officers, in regard of the inward, min, 
ſubjat chemiledves Spiricually to the power of Chr in Chu the 
Ordinayces, M997 their Civil Power preſerve the 1ave in ours 
ward Peace and Purity ; and tis will beſt þ> attained, wh-a rue 
Paſtor way lay ro*the Magiſtrate, as Gregory NA 1anJ;n wiote 
to the Magiſtrate of N :7:2n7 mr, Scio te ovem nees gregts offe (acrs 
reps (cram vvem : | know thouart a ſheep of my Flock. a boly 
pal a holy Flock. Again, Cum Ch1to :mperas, cam C' -ijto 
etians adamumſtras, «b co ft tier gladins, hoc d narinm a te ptru- '1 qui 
dedir conſervetsr ; thatis, Thou: raleſt with Chrift, and adgiv-ſt-eft 
toChriſt; thou haſt rhe Sword from him : let this gift which thou 
heſt received from him, be kept pure for him. And when the Civil 
Magiſtcate in bis Church-ſtate, anſwereth Awibroſe his deſcription 
of a good Emperour : Ipſe /mperator bonns in'ra Ecelefram, non ſu= 
pre Eccleſiam eft : A_good Magiſtrate is within the'Church,” not 
Kore ic. ' Laſtly, when according to Jn; his deferiptionof the 
Power of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate in Charch-matters,be accounts it 
his duty to embrace in Fellowſhip with che whole Church, « verans 
Cbrifti & Bculehe memorum the Laws given by Godin the Chureh, 
and the means ſandiified by him to nouriſh the inward man, and to 
prote@ and defend the ſame: [Tanquam M, agiſftiratu; a D:o Qrdina> 
aus} 'for, ſaith be, As be « 4 Chriſtian, he is ſunfla ovis de ſanto 
Cbri Legs (Nt A toely ſheep of Chriſt's boly flock. Bur as a 
Magiſteate he is {Cuffor Oraines vindexq; public: ;) that is, A preſerrey 
of  publick, order. Such were {beſides the good Kings of F+dab) 
fantines Theodeius, $8. in ſome meaſure, though very defeRive. 
Sowuch ſhall ferreto baye been {ſpoken concerning the firft Di- 


-” The ſecond Diftinfion to be premiſed for tlearing the true ftate n;8;o7 3. 
of rhe Queſtion, s, | /:rer Kemp, conſtitntam & fide] Be- DEE 
zweren a Common-wealth already ſefled, and a Common-wealth yer 
eo be ſeiled; and-wherein men are free to chaſe whar Form they 
hall judge beſt. For I conceive, whetn Pau! exhorted the Komans 
to be ſabjett 10:the. ihr Powers, who at that time were Heatheh 
Wen, ant! Perſecutors, he conſidered chat Civil State as fetled, and 
fared his Advice accordingly. Bur if be tad beento Dire& them 
ab:urlaying the Foundation of a Chalnk ER VESY, te 
ws FR would 


I Cor.7.13: 


I 2 Cor.5.14,15+ 


A 2 Pet,2.18, 


| © £For-7,21, ; 
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© of the Church, but would haye Ierjonly oo 


PE 4 dg. «at #2 ['58.J Fo : OC TRIP NED ; 
would not have adviſed them'to chuſe fuch Governours as were odd- 
| rewarned* them of ;the 
danger whereunco the;Ch qi would have been' expoſed thereby .' 
and that unavoidably.” ' And That'this may fiot be thougbr'a flighe 
and uncertain conjeQure, let ns confider what advice be gave in Ike 
Caſes : Ye know,that writing to perſons already Married: heexhorts 
eth the belreving wife 1olive with the unbelieving busband ; yet the lame 
Apoſtle girefeth the fame Charch, intaſe rhey were free to: make 
their own choice, to avoid fact matches * Be nor wneqwally yoked 


(faich bePpuk Infidets ; for what fellowſhip hath righteowſneſ-with nx 


 Tighteouſnes * and what part hath the believer with the infidet? - Ta like 


manner, when.Perer Exhorted.Chriſtian Seyyants ro be ſubject 10 their 
Aafters wih «ll fear, not onely to the gotd'and gentle, but alſs to the 


 froward, he dig accommodate his. ivſtzuRion-ro their preſent com- 


MAition.. But bag he been ro dire&ttem*in andther ſtare / being free, _ 
+0 thu what might be bcft. for themſelves, * he would have exprebs 
ſed himſelf otherwiſe, as may appear by. this, The ſame Spiritthi -. 
inſpired #erer thus to adyiſe jn this cafe, guided P-/farther ina dif-. 
ferent caſe : Art thou galed being 4 ſervan:, (faith he) rart not for ty _ 
but if thou maiſt be free, wſe#t rather, And that if he hull weirten 


. toa company of- Bel'evers. in a New Plantation, where the Founday 


tions of «che Church and Ciyil State, and the commimion-of:'both, 
.wasto be laid for many Generations ro come, he would have adviſed : 
therito rake the ſame courſe which we plead fox; -may appeatby-h& . . 
reproving the Churchin Co: mh, for carrying their differensesbefops 
Heathen Magiſtrates to be judged by th gr 1 he preſsthem tobe - 
ſnbjeft to their power : Had the unbehevipg Mapiſtrates Cited theih -. 
to.appear- before their - Judgemenr-ſeats, be taugbt them both bj . 
Precept and by his Example to fubmit.. But when they'were at(li- _. 
berty ro compoſe civil Diffecences among rhemſehuts,” and: yer'they 
would yoluntarily, arid of their own accotd, chiife-robring; their 
caſes befyrethoſe that were withogt the Chur&p- this heblamerk . 
inthem;_ and that ſo farre, as he deinanidleth why ihey/donor rarher 
ſuffer wrong thenrake ſuch a courſe?...plainly intimating, that men... 
that profeſs the fear of Gad:if they be. free make Twice of ;- 
their Civil Judges, (as in this, New Plantation we'are) treyſhoald-.. . 


rather chuſe ſuch as are Members of the Church for' that purpoſe, 
lations 6 -=— 


_ 
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111 
Bhen'ofbers that are npt iq cbar eſtate, The ſame Rule bolderh by 
d- ion in 41 things of like nature ; for Pins par ef hogs i 


Poor hethird D:/b:n0u30 be Premi edfqr clearing the trath in this Diftin&,32 


*Point,/is brewren freq Barge ſſer and. free Inhghirants in a Civil State, 
- Concerning whbhw,#þ s, pul: 4 dl rent con{ideratidn. 
{Fdis difflerexice of. People iving under rhe ſame Civil JuriſdiRtion, 
is held and obſerved-ig all Countreys,as well Heathen a$ others, as 
rxay at - large. be proyed, if it were needful, gut of tte Hiſtories 
:of :all Nations: and Times ;. abd the Experience of our Times, as 
twellLitour bar Natye.Gountrey, as in other.places, confirmeth 
\u Inall which, many ace Inhabitants: that are not Citizens, thar 
Are never likely £0 be numbred amonz ap Yorles, or Rulers: An« 
FJrerdblyir'is infthe calc now in queſtion. . -So that when we urge, 
(that Mapiſtratesbe Soſlen out of free Burgeſles, and by theo, and 
*That' thoſe free Butgefſevbe choſen ourof: fuch'iagare Members of 
*theſt Churches, we'do nor thereby go abourto exclude thoſe thar 
'atEnort in Church-Order, from any Civil Right or Liberty thar js 
*que unto them as Inhabitants and Planters, i asjf. nane ſhould haye 
«Lots in dae proportion with-other men, nor the benefit of Juſtice 
underthe- Government where they live, but onely Church-members; 
affor this were indeed to,have the Common-Wealth ſwallowed up of 
#be- Church) but ſeeing; there eyer will be difference © berween the 
World and the Cburch in the ſarge place, and that both men cf the 
-world are. allowed of, God. the uſe and enjoyment of the help of 
xCivi:Governipent,* far ;their quer and comfortable ſabſiſtence in 
the world : and Church-members (though called out of 'the world 
dinto f:llowſhip with Chriſt, yet) living in the world, having many 
\worldly neceſlicies and buſineſſes in common with men of the 
eWorld thar-[;yeamong them,ſtand inneed of the civil Power to rigbe 
hem: againſt, civil injuries, and to prote& them in' their right, and 
 ipuitward arderly uſe of their Spirituals,apainſt thoſe that are apt to 
tbe.injuriogs to them ingche one, or inthe other reſpe& ; which be- 
wing without, are not under the Churches Power ; and yet livirg 
withio the Verge of the (ame Civil Juriſdition, are under the Ciyil 
Power of .the Magiſtrates. Hence it is, that we plead for this Or- 
gecto be ſet in Civil Aﬀairs, that ſuch a courſe may be raken as may 
oeſtſeeuce to our ſelyes and get poſterities the faithfal managing of 
abr 'B-2 PIT Civil 
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* By Church- 
Fer] bers in all 


this Diſcourſe, 
is meant ſuch as Are we 


© arein full Com. bers*, I. 


4 


Civil Government for chbnmjab welfare cf all,as well inthe Chor 


as without; w NEED beeffeted, when the 
lick Truſt cndFone theſe matrers' & committed DO ELITET 
and theſ are Chuxch-meny- 


Dij ho Th: fourth Diſtaaftionto a miſcd for dearing the truth, an 
Ps: to preyent miſtakes in this' xftion, ſhall be berwees rhe tions of 


Churcl- members. For ſome T] 
Spiruual Body, in reference x0 } 


Chr:ft ; ſuch are Admiſion of member s,and Excommunication.of uh 


Civil Affer;: ſo thar your whole Diſpute wanteth 3 
and 3 our labour abourir might well baye beers ſpared, A8ions 
'the ſecond fort, are of a larger exters, and reach to buſineffe 

| Coil Narnre,fuch asthar Civil }«d;cwene whereof Panl fk, 


-Ge-dr, (and which is dearer tothem then both}ebe Repurarionsof meng 


are done by them all joymily axe. 
Spiritual ends; and ſome- 2re 

onely by {oe of f the Body, in teference'to Civilends. ARonsof 
the ficſt actors ſaid to be done by rhe Chnrch of Chriſt, at a Conrchif 


Accor amy 10 Cbrijt” s order, and otker aQtions of.that kinde ;. but 
fall not anderour Queſtion, which is wholly. apa the way ac 


I (16a i £4. To Cutizcr s,in mailers that CONcern this lifes the Live, 


ap on: ward Leherty and Peace. Concerning which, Membes 
fly choſen qutof the Church, and made fee Burreſs, ace fitter ty 
judge andderermine according to God, then other men, and that for 
weighty Reaſons ; ſome whereof are rendred by Pow/irv that Cha- 
Prer, whercunto ay be added, when we thall argnethat 


; ; 'Point;the Lord belping us. 
| Diffinily. 


The fifth D endion to be premifed for the clearing of the truthrim 
this Point, is between Places, where all, or "Rn conſiderable pars of 
forft and free Planters, profeſs heir _— purpoſe of entrmg int 


_ Church: fellowſhip according to C oſs cy of enjoying i that State ll 


the Ordinances in purity and and of ſecuring the ſame-unts 
ity, ſa farre as men pars, 13g and 'hoſe Places where alt ox _ 


; SS part of the firſÞ and free Plyters are otherwiſe minded, and 
| profe +[3 the contrary, Our Queſtion is of the firſt ſort, rotof the 


cond. Asfor thoſ of the ſecond forr, if the -4jor, or more 
derable part among them, will belike Heathen men, without Lock 


Church: fellowſhip, asisaccording to Chriſt io all thiogs, —_— 


man, 


- 
eir ends 3 and fo they nay be faid to their juſt reproof and ſhawe, 
; Poole Peopie ; and Like Princeglike Peoples T hus ſometimes 
the Lord bath ſpoken agaioſt a licentins people concerning tbeis pro- 
bets, He that will prophecy of wine and ſtrong drink, be ſhall be the pre* Wieab 2.114 
pberc0 this people He that ſometimes giveth fuch Guides un the ( burch 
oo hand crap indignation, doth allo ſometimes give HMageſtrates 
© Kulers tO a people in the Cipil Srare in his wrath,wben men are for» 
den of him, and given wp more to «fe#t onward fancy and vanity, 
Gods Order-: as when the people of 1/racl ſought a K neyribecs 
-xeſpeR tothe right Trike, from whence by Gods order they | 
Co expe&t one, He gave them a King in his anger, and took bim away in," c. —_ 
S5e wrath, In ſuch caſe, what ſhall the peop e of God do tbat live in 
fack aplace ? ſurcly if God give them liberty andability,they ſhould 
Stead tothe voice cf God,which bath ſaid in a like caſe to his peo- 
Plc, Ariſe and depart,this is not your reſt ; and follow :be ſteps of Chrifts Micah 2.rot 
=o to any plsce, where he cauſeth his flock to feed, and le down under Canic.1.6,5 
@ comfortable ſhadow ar nvox : Asin 7eroteams's time,the Levices l:fi 
their ſuburb;,and came to Judah and Feruſaiemand afer them of all ibs 
Tribes of Iſrael, ſuch as ſet their beartt to ſeck the Lord God of Iſrael, 
and ftrengrthued the Kingdome of fudeb, where Gods Ordinances 
both concerning Civil Government and Religious Worſhip were 
bGerter obſerved, But if Divine Providence doth neceflicate their 
Say and abodein ſuch places, they are to pray for theſe nm Anthorgty,.* Tim-2.na 
thac they may become fach, as #der whom they may live a quiet and - . © 
| ang; hfc, in all godlmeſs and honeſty; and tobe ſibjett to their 
Power, even in thoſe things wherein they may not obey their Com- 
thands, nor ſeek their belp, 3 Cor. 6. 3, 2. till God ſhall give thera 
ſiberty from thar Yoke, either by removing them to zbole places 
Where fitter Magifirates bear Rule in Civil matters, or by giving 
them 0pportuniry of Chufing more ſatable ones from among theme 
| + *- $0 much ſhall ſerve to have been fpoken to the Dif@ivilions; 


which having thas premiſed, we now proceedts declare the uae 


Rate of che Queſtion-4 which is-a5 £Uloweths | i 
as B 3 Q« Whethey 


v —_  } 


L "The true tate of hz Whither a new Plenthtion; wherd ull or the moſt canſedey rt 


22 theo ler poſters , *bt pure and | peageeble jevjeymens, of, Clary 
'* "Or dinantes ;1 Whither s 1 ſay. ſuicb-Phanors ane bound i laying. 


"Magiſtrates, andwicnto be inuſfted wh tranſatling all publ 
| * . fatirs of - ['portance,accor ing v0 the rulesiand dirg} on; of Scrop res 
; Thold the Afﬀirmarive part »f this Queſtion upothis groundthay 
8 this coſe will moſt conduceto the good of;/both States; and by 
4 conſequence to the common w:itare-of: all; whereunto all men arg 
| bourie principally to .attendin laying the- Foundacion of, 4; Con 281g 
wealrhjleft Poſterity'ruchefirtt Milearriages, when irrwill berog 
late to redreſs chem. They thar ate skilfol i ArhiteQure obſeryey 
that the breakmg or yielding of a ſtave im the groundwork of aBulding hay 
| the breadth of the back of a kmije,will make a cleft of more then balf a te " 
«.'*  - The Fabrick aloft: So mmpertan(laith mine Author) ere. fundawent 
> Errours, TheLord onakins us to look-ta igtjnitime, antd{end us hi 
Lipht and Truth to-lead us into the lafeſt wayesinthele beginvings, 
:- The Queſtion beiug thus ſtated,I now proceed with Qods help to 
prove the Affirmative part: andthus largue,to-proye.that the Forms 
of Goveramient which  deſtrabtd mthe true ſtating of the A ueſficn t5-the 
vv andy rſoquncharmen that av fre tochſe (11109, Plc 
bo © © * tidis'thiy are) ovght re eftabliſput ima Chriffian Commonwealth... ... 1; 
* Argam. Tt.  Theocratic,-or to make the Lord God our Governonr-(a), is the befh 
AZ > IRE 33-29-'Foye of Government in a'Cbriſtian Commor-wealth, and which men that 
| Jodg8.23 W#frect#chuſt (45 in new Plantanens they are) dwght re oft b,;/þ- ... Ty 
Form of Government deſcribed in the true'ſtating .vf ;the 2vcſtion a 
Theocratie, o that -wherem we meke the! Lord: God aur: Gopernonry 
Therefore that Forms of Government which is deſcribed yu the trus Rating 
df - the © veſtion,us the beſt Form of Government in @ (hriſiian Commany 
wealth, and which men that are free to chuſe (as mn new Plantations they 
#i##) ought ro eſtubbiſſi, The Propoſition ivcleat of) itilglf, , The 
AlimptionFprovethust | bang why g td if 
That Form of GoyernMent where To then *- 
©, Gee as Fa chuſim 


as * .& 


-— 


EE RBETS ('ty:F 
Slog their Coverners are in Covenant with God(b): 2» Wherein-the men (3) Exod. 19.5: 
zoſen by them are'goulymenyavd f tte wah a Spuru_of ; Government \C): Y ns Net s 
3.1n which the Langs1hiy rule by are the Liws of God.(0) : 4, Wherery eek S: 
»Lawsare executed, [nhern ances allotted,and civil differthces are compoſed, 24 25. 
according to Gods appomtmem (e): 5, In which men of God arexconſulren : $9 A 
with in all hard Caſes, andinmatrers of Religion (f),. is the Form which * 6.27. & 33+ 
was rectived and cftabliſhed among the people of Jjrac/ whilſt the | De 82 
.Lord God was their Governeur;-as the-places of Scripturealledgeg 9 7: & 19: 16, 
dhew ; andis thevery fame with'that-whicb we plead for,as willap- 2 Cor.10.4.10 1x 
ar to bjm t] at ſhall examine the true ſtating of the Queſticn; 
The Concluſion follows neeeſfarily. .- + - d 75 
. \T oat Form of Government winch giveth unto Chriſt his due prebemiy Argums 2» 
MEUCe, us the beft Form of Government in a Chiiftian: Crmmon-wealth, . 
and which men that are free to chuſe (43 'in new P/autations they are) ought- 
20 at, . The Form of Goverment deſeribed in the true ſtating of the + 
Bceftin, # that which giveth amo Chriſt tus die prebeminence. Therg* 
Fare.the For m of Government which is deſcribed inihs true ſtating of the 
49s, is. 1he beft Form of "Governmem in a Chriftian- Common» 
Ls h, and which mien that Are free 10 chiſe' ( as im new Þlamations 
#4 9 are) ought 10 eftablifh. © © + | | 
' The Propoſition is proved out of two places of Scripture, Co/,I. - 
. TF.!0 19. with Eph.1.,21,22. From-which-Texts itdoth appear,that - 
It is a prehemince due to Chriſt, thar-all things, andall: Governments: - 
:iptbe world, ſhould ſerve to Chriſts ends, for-the welfare. of the 
Churc 'whereofhe is the Head.” For 1, Inrelationto God he hath. - 
this by Right of Primogeniture, as heis-1be firf-borr, and ſo Her of 
all things, higher then the Kings of theearth. . 2. In-relation tothe - 
"World, it is ſaid, All things were made by bim, and for big, and do coy= 
7.in b:-,and therefore it is a prehewinenee que co-him,that they all - ©; 
ve-him. 3. Tixelation to the Church; it is {6id,He hath made all : 
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SS, Bs their Brethren, 8: not a firad- 

>Brother 3: tho.mok of-- whbich:concurre zo deſcribe ' 
1's Church rightly gathered -and ordered, whp 

in refpe& of their union with(Chriſt, and fellowſhip toge- 

F we Faqs 4o the New Teſtament, wherein the 


io ger Prebemmence, though the Cord Rulers oppeſe 1m, nd per 


= -alorey iis at iy Rome:: Therefore it 5 not neceſſary 1b: rhik 


arſe; be taken rin Crox Affairs ta eftabliſh Chriſts *rehemmences 


Simply fubjedt chemfelves:to'Cbrift, nar-of a Heathen State that ball 
perfatcebedubdoed unto Chriſt. It.is concerning what Gods people 


EY && ſhould chuſe, nor what his cnemics arecompell'd untae 
* Tour ebaryrh Govirnmete wherein the beſt: proviſian'is made for rhe Argum. 5 


of the Church and of the Civil Stare i the:beft 'Form of .Go> 
heroes Corp munion, and-which menthat arefree-t0 chuft 
axe) ought to eftabliſh. The\Form of Govert> 
deſcreber Roe ee ren ke ueſtion, is that-wherein the be 
7 Me fercke 6 of the 'Chnrch and'C:vil State.  Thert> 
he Fin Government deſeribed in the true flating of the 
'£ a T190; ts the beft Form s of Government -in a Chriftian Communion, 
hovich-meu that ar 10 thuſe' (45. i new Plantations they are) 
abloſb. The? .6f need be) may be confirm- 
end: of Ml CipilGoveramtnt 6: Adminiſtratiovs which 
| ; Good, whether Natura), as inche preſervation 
vf Laſe and Safecy ; or Morales {aſt ive,angl Honeſty in Humane Socic: 
TeFz..Or Wy vi as Peace, Lib 1 of Ceres or Spirſwal as to pro= 
& th th-in Tron f es outward, Order and Adminiftras 
ed cipally to be attended unto, 
are itruſted with this care, areccalſed The 1: 

Geo, ro-note a4; 'principalend whereunto they ſerve, wiz, 
$ wherein God is moſt direQtly and immediately tonour- 


> on + 1.15 10'premoting man's Spiritual good, ſo arte as they 


+by their Civil Power. 
Bl ; Aſforprion (That the Form of Government in the Commui;= 
rw ch we plead: for, is that. where tbe be prot iſto is made for 

My you both of the 'Charch and of the Cuvil State) may Tm by the 
'C bleifing 


- The Queſtion iv of 8. riſtian Commonyealrh.chat ſhould wit --2n/iv: 


'bleffing of God which nſually is :-ponthe Communioh, where the 
ſecuring of the Spiritual'z0:d of. men, in the-peace and purity of 
Gods Ordinances, is principally attended unto by all ſorts' as may be 
proved by the ſtate of rhin-s in the Communion of-//r«e:, whit che 
| ſervice ofthe Lord was with due care attended to all the dayei of 7 6- 
Joth.24.31. ſhmayand all the dayes of the fAlders- that over-lived 7: ſhua, which bel 
known all the works of 16s Lord which he bad done for 1jrac!." Many 
more places of Scripture might be: alledged ; butT:will onely note 
Pſal. 72: wherein all:ſorts of good are affured to the Common- 
wealth, wherein th: fear of Godzthatis Matters of Religionare ſo 
_ regarded, as the: Preſervation thereof: to after-apes is ducly provided: 
for : which how-cagit be done, if the courle deſcribed in ihe true 
ſtating- of, the Queſtion be.negle&ed by tho that: are. free tocaſt. 
= ” The Commorn-wealth into what Mould they pleaſe >- ' © 
ante oe This 7 awmixs, a Learned and Godly man, and much exerciſed in 
| State Aﬀairs, as appears by*the Story of his Life, ſaw clearly; and 
_ therefore ſpeaking of the Conſent and Harmony of:.the Churcb and. 
Civil State, in the Concurrence of their ſeveral Adminiſtrations to-the - 
welfare of a Chriſtian Common-wealth, he expreſſcrh-it by the 
conjunttion of the Soul and Body. m a Man ;..and .concludetb, that: 
MA othing will be of ſo much avail to the welfare of civil AdnuimiFrations, . 
&4s.will the-beft- Ad nimſtrations of the Church giving attendance to. the 
holy and jult Communion of Saints, (utrad parentem officiorum omaie - 
um) 4s to-rhe Parent of all Daties : and; that Nothing will ſo: ſerhre 
and itrengthen Church» Admimftrations, as that ſecuruy. { quam pray 
| buuraeft juſts. pii Magiftratus atque- fidelis- [hATHa ): which the 
juſt Adminiſtrations f* 4 godly and faithful Magiſtrate wilt offord.. 
; Now Ti & Fideles , Men that are and faithfu!,.are fach as are 
deſcribed in.oar- fxting of the Queſtion. And þbaving thus ſaid;. 
he breaks out into'ae affeRionate Adjniration of the Happineſs of i 
Communion ſo ordered: Ecquidobſecrs furrmrum eff, fioptima Eccles 
| fa,cum Repwblud optima coul:ſcat ? O beatum populum, m quouno ores. 
&* 110 anime, utraq; adminiſtratio, ad ſinftun;'communignem cron Ch. 
Fili Socictate continendam, & angendam conſpiraverit * Non mins's iÞ- 
lam has admmiſtraito, ſe4abera alteram ſt antem, confurmat, labantem, 
ſtarumma! ollepſam erigt. Which Tthus Enplifh : Wha: / pray maybe. 
expelled in-futnis timer yf the beſt.Charch, and thi beſt Commor-wealts. 
4: g one: 


- -—y 
- 


I») : 
prov aptogetber-? *Ob. bleſſed people, - among whom each Adminiſtration 
al oniee with-one mouth, _ _ 10 conjoyn and adyance the 
\C onomunion of Saints wuh the Crvil Society ! One of theſe Admmiſira” 
tions will not detraft from the other, but each will confirm the other if it © 
Band, and flay it if ut be falling, and raiſe it up if it be. faln downe 
And alittle afterhe thus conclucetb, Magsftratrm cu credita oft coyis 
tis adminiſtratio nm in Eccleſia ſolum, ſed etianrex-Eccleſiatſſe affirma= 
mx; We affurm, that the Magittrate to whons the Civil Adminiſtra= 
tion is commuttedy1is or ought to be not onely ine Church, but alſo taken 
"oxct of the Church, Thus 7 xnizs thought,and taught, and;publiſhed 
'tothe world. :And indeed what is more equa], then that he who by 
Office is to bea e Af inter if God, ſhould bethoſen by andoutef 

thoſe who are by open Pref-flion in the Church-eſtate, the Servants 
-of the Lord and haye more helps to know hisMinde, and deep en- 
ements to ſcex his Ends, and obſerye his Will, then other men ? 
But if any be otherwiſe minded, kt chemſhew ſome other courſe, 
wherein the publick good may be promored according to God, with 
aſſurance of a blefling by virtue-of the Promiſes. | = 
- The fourth Argument ſhall be taken oar of 1 Cor 6. vers 1, to'S. Argume 4+ 
-Wheace I thus argue: That Form of Government wherein the power 
of (oil Adminiſtrations ts demed unta unbelicuers, andcommutediobe 
Saints, us the beſt Form of Government in a Ckriſtran Commor-wealth, 
wand which men that are free to chuſe (as4n new Plantations they are) ought 
ro eflabl ſh. The Form of Government deferibed-in the true ſtating of 
the Dueſtion, is that wherein the power of Civil Adminiſtrations us de= 
mied to unbelievers, and penhueck p the Saints. -— 62 mg Formof 
Government deſcribedin the true flating of the © «eſtiongis the beſt Form 
of. Government in a (briftias Communion, and which men that are free 
"#0 chuſe (43 in new Plantations they arc) onght to eftabliſ, . The Pro» 
poſition is evident from the Scripture alledged. For, the thing which 
Pax blameth in them, is not, that living under anbelieving Magi- 
Krates, they ſubmirred to their. Civil Judicature whea they were 
Cited toappear before tbeir-Judgement-ſeats ; bur this he reproyeth, 
"Chat when they were free to chule other Judges, ( as in yoluntary,zc- 
'Ferences they were) they would ont of Choice be judged under rhe 
-unjuſt, and got under Saints. His Arguments againſt thisare many 
-and weighty, I, From the Wear of thus cxalting unbelievers, 
| SF Ros - and 


_ HeonSi15» 


fs] 
End abaſing the Saints, in theſe words, Dare avy of jou having « win 
ter aganſt another, be judged mder the unjuſt, and not under the Saints? 
2; From the quality of unbelieving Judges, whom he calleth «nj/?,. 
becauſe they are deſtirute of the righteouſneſs that is by Faith, and: 
which is the Fountain of: all-rrue- Mora Juftice ; and Becauſe. they 
were ill-affe&ed to Chriftsans, and to the UbuiHh of: Chriſt, and-apr 
royexthem inurionſly, if rhey bad any buſineſs before them ;- and: 
becanfe though ſome.men-ourt of Chriſtmay be found civilly honeſt, . 
and morally juſt, as weriio ſome Hearhen-men, :yet you can have 
no afftirante of :their juſtice, ſeeing rhis-is theigenius andnarare of 
all mew out of. Chriſt ro-beunrigbreous. '3, Brom'the property of: 
Thutch-members, whom he calls $a»rs, that is, men:conſecrared 'to 
God and'to his ends in-all things ; for fo they are int}. eir Churfh- 
eftate, and by yirtue-of their Covenantare. bound ſoto be : whenas- 
others are(orarleaſtare riotmanifeſted to beiotberwile.accordingro 
Gods ocder) worldly-miinded;or felf-feckers; minding cheir-own thangs,,. 
andizor ths thing of Jeſwe: Chriſt, The 4'* Argument: is: a majori, 
for he faith, The Saints ſhall Judge the world; and blames their igno- 
rance thatqueſtionit: Know ye nut thatithe Saints: ſhall judze the 
world ? and:thence inferretb,that they fhould much more havegudge- 
ments fois Ciw?oxors in matters that roncern-this-life, ſuck are- 
Hatizne Contra, mehs'Goods, and Lives,ard outward Liberties. 
"Phe 5*Argament is from theWifdom wherewith the Clurth of Ged: 
is famiſhed' for Ul Civil buſinefſes 2 Te- there wot 4-wiſe man among 


na as if he ſhould 1ay; It caniiorbethar more wildomefhould be- 


tranfaQing ofibuſtheſſts according ro God: in mea that are aue- 
'of tbe Chtnth,*thea in thoſe that-ars in the Church? towſgever- 
much workdly wifdorreis fomerimes given to'tved of the world; yer- 
-not ſufficient tore&1 Godsents;*rhat'is the Priviledye of: Saincs, 
they otly are wiſe ar Serpencs, theother men may beas ſubrile as: 
Foxes. Andieeing iris by Chriſt —_— reign, and Princes decree 
Jaſtice; tow catritbe ſuppoled-thar ChritY whois the Headif: the. 
<Chorch, will furniftothers with a-Spiritof/Wildome and Govern- 
wentin Civil Matters, and dey it to the-Chatch, 'Menibers of his. 
awn Body, whomthe alone ſan&ifieth to his ends? | 

The Afſamprion ( That rhe- Form of Government in the Commons. 
'ne«lth which-ye plend for; it that wheres the: poner of 'oivil Adminie 


ſirations 


far] 

flv itions 5;-dmnied "to anbelievers, and committed'to the Saints) is evident 
of it ſelf, For whom doth'the Apoſtle call Sa-r3 there, but Mens 
bers of the Church > when he bad ſaid before, they were ſax t:fied 
in Chrift feſus, Sainrs by calling, 'Vence it is-that- he ſpeaks of men » Cor.1.2, 
eftcernedin-cte Chiureh, .c-..4, and ef. men-that.can. judge between 
Srabren;. vg. Which is a Tide givento-Chutch-me ordinarily 
io the New Tcftamenr. | 
* If ir beobjxxted; Ne Feakerb there of Churck-members, in opprſo QbjeRts 
von to Infidels winch perſconted the 1pnth, not- im oppoſition to men thus. 
may fear God, and: be accounted: Bolievers , thengh they be no: i 
Churctsfellowſhipe >. © | 38] 

I Anſwer, The:fcar of. Ged,and Faith of thoſemen;may.bejuſtly .2»/p. 

doubted;whole ſerledabode isin@'placewhere Churches are gather'd 
and order'd according to Chriſt, and: yet. are not after a: conveni-- 
ent time-joyned to tbem: FEor:if-in thoſe times and places where the. 
Name of Chrift was & Reprcact, :men were .no-ſooncr eaoyerted, . 
then they: were added: roube Church, and their being added 10+ 
the Charch,wis made aneyidence of their conyerſion ; . wbat:may 
we think of thoſe men, wholiving'in times and placeswhere the Or- 
dinances of: the Goſpel. may be enjoyed in purity, with peace in: 
Chucch-fellowſhip, do-yer liveni be Church? -2.'Lhough. 
there be ſundry degrees: of -diftance fromitbe. Churcbz; to be:found 
among menthatare.cutof: Church: f: lowſhip, as. the Heatben are - 
farther off: then moral Chriſtians, yerthe ſame Spiritofvntigheeouſ-- 
neſs and enmity-againt Chriſt, worketh.and bears rule-in an uncon» 
verced Chriſtian, asdoth in anaabeprized Heathen 2 He, is-unſani- 
fied as the other'is,; and:{o-unſutable to Gods ends in civil Admini=- 
Arrations; and:therefore-it will not: be-ſafe, nor: arcordivg-to-the 
Rule,:that where.a- Church is- garhered according to Ghriſt, the - 
Members-ſhould. be negleRed, and ſuch men. intruſted-with mana* 
ging ihe Publick Aﬀirs, as arenor in fellowſhip with them. 
.,. The eot may-be taken from the Natare-and POWEr 4, om, co. 
of Church-Order, which when it is managediaccordingto Chriſt's | 
oppoimment;z affocdeth-beſt ſecurity to: @ Chriſtian State, for the 
faithful diſcharge of any/Tiuſt thar ſhall be.committed to thoſe that 
are under ts:Whence] tbus argue : That Form of Government wherc-- 
ix the power of. cluſing. from. among themſelves, men to be itruſted with + 
PI & 25 WAnALing: 


 Tuke 1.55. 
E- Pſal.s Ne Go 
 Deut.26.17,18. 
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Inanaging all publick, Affairs of -[mpor$ance," 3 committed t0:them win. 
re furniſhed _ the beſt helps for Cs to 4 (hriſtian.Statethe —_ 
full diſcharge of ſuch a T rſt, us the beſi-Form of Government m a Chri= 
flian C ommor-wealth, and which men that are free to chuſe ( as in new 
Plantations they are) onght 10 eftabliſh _ 'Tbe Form. of Government, de- 
ſcribed mrbe true flating of 'the, Queſtron us ſuches' The efare the Form 
of Government deſcribed in the true ſtating of the; Queſtion, the beſ 
Form of Government in a Chriſtian Commot-wealth, and which men that 
are free. to chuſe ( as in new Plantations they are?) ought to eſtabliſh 
The:Propoſition is undeniables. ; .. : _.. | 
The Aſſimption ( Thar the Form of Government which we plead 
for, is that whereimthe | power «of chu{ivg men to be intrufled with ra- 
aging of all publick, Aff urs of Importance ds committed to them who are 
formbed ws: the beſt belps for ſecuringito a Chriſtian State the fauhful 
diſcharge of -ſuch a 'T ruft ) may be: confirmed, by ſhewing -whar 
theſe Helps are; 157 1. That the. Members of the Church ace 
Saints by callmg, icec :nhen: ſeparated from the world, and the polutions 
thereof, oat of which they are called, and dedicated to Gd, as the firfl= 
borr, and the firſ{-fruxtswerez and they are qualified, by zh: Firiu 
of wiſdome and underſt unding, the Spirit of conaſel and ſtrength,the ifirit 
-of knowledge and he fear of the Lord, in ſorne meaſure through fel- 
lowſhip with Chriſt, xo ſerveGod and men. nm holineſs and righteonſ< 
neſs all the dayes of their Lives. + 2. That thele Saints by calling being 
in Church-Order according to Chriſt's appointment, *are in Cove« 
nant with God, and one with: another, w y they are moſt tri&- 
Iy bound todo faithfully, whatſocyer they do to God or. wen. 
3- Thatby virtue of chis Order,they are bound. to mutual telpful- 
neſs, in Watching over.one anotber, InſtruRing, Admoniſhing, arid 
Exhorting one anuther;2o prevenrſin, or to fecover ſuch as are faln, 
ef to encourage oneanctber, and ſtrengthen them in well-doing. 
Thus are they bound in a threefold Cable unto all Fairhfulnefs 
in all things 16 God and Man. ' The like aſſurance cannot be had in 
any other way, if this courſe be negleQed. _ F-28010 Ma _ 
The ſixth Argainent, with which [ will. conclude, (that Emay not 
weary you with Reading; asI hayewearied my ſelf with Writing) 
ſhallbe taken from: The Danger of devolving this Power ngon thoſe 
that 4'e not in Church-Orders 'Erom whence the Apolile _ 
| ave 


ow —- , 
I - 
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Gave men to- be affrighted : Dart”. any. of 208 "having buſmeſs x C8r:6-1; 
agarnft ariorher, be judged nkder the x njuſt aud not under the Saints? 

The Danger therefore thar is to'be f; ared inreference to the Currch, 

is, The diſturbance of the Churches Peace, when Power ſhall be 

put into their hands, who beir g of worldly ſpirits, bate the Saints 

and their -Communivn ;. and being of-the [eq of the Serpent, are «t John 15.18. 
ehmuyaganſt the ſcedef the Woman:;, and being Satans ivſtruments, P<57-15- 
whoist Goa of this World, are reliſtivg a fighting againſt Chriſt Revel.12.9. 
bis Kingdome and Goyernment-in the Church. | 2. '{Adce-hereunto,, 

The Danger of corruptiog: Church-Order, either by compelling 

them to receive into fellawſhip unlutable ones, or by, impoſingupon 

them Ordinahces of;men, and worldly Rudiments; or by.cfiabliſh--Eoli2.22,24, 
ing Idolatrous Worſhip ;. or by ſtrengghsing Hereticks in ſabyert- 

ing the common Faith, as thoſe rr i.n E mperours, and Idolatrous- 

Kings and States have done, of which we reade ſo many inſtances.. 

| Secondly, the Danger to be feared in reference tothe CivilState, 

is,' 1. Theraiſmg of: FaQtions to the diſiucbance of Publick. Peace, 

whilſt ſome Magiſtrates our of the Church, watch their ſeaſons tg 
fAtrengthen themetyes againſt thoſe that are io the Church, till they 

have wrought them out of Office and Power in the Civil State: and 

in the mean time, what other can be expeRed from ſuch unequal 

mixture im Sraxe; but that they ſhouk bes rhe rocs of the fert of Ne: Dan;2.42,49. 
buchadney7at's ray ga were part of won, and part of. "6 they | 
ſhould be partly. , and partly ftrong, and notcomfortably, 
joyn one with agOther,:as iron cannot: be:mixed with clay.” The 
ſecond Danger to the Civil State, will be, A peryerting of Taſte by 
Magiſtrates of worldly ſpirits, through Bribery, reſpe&of perſons, 
unacquaintance with the Law cf/God, and injuriouſneſs to the ſer- 
vants of God. But I muſt break off, leſt I grow too tedious, How: 
eaſily might: I adde the- Conſent of” all Nations to this Truth in 
ſome proportion,who generally praiſe accordingly ?. In our Native 
Countrey, none are intruſted with managing of: Publick Aﬀairs, 
but «Members of the Church of. England, (as they call them.) In 
Helland, when the Armiman Party bad-many Bixgowafters ontheir 
fide, Grave e FC awrice came into divers of their Cities with Troops 
of Souldiers,by Order from tl e States Generall,and put thoſe 4rmi- 
an. Magiſtrates.out cf. Office, and cauſed them to cbuſe —_ 


_—— 

' ich 4 wer Of 'the Dunk Olnvriber, | AnthiniFotoriew (an4] think 
tris fo-in other Towns)ithe Yyereſrip (who! are all of them of the 
Dich Churth, andifree' Burgers) do! our 6f their own com 

chuſe the Butgomaſtet, and other Magiſtrates and Officers. ak 
Popiſh Countreys and Plantarions;: they obſerve it ftritly, ro in- 

_ -trult none with the of: Pablick Civil Aﬀairs, buc juch as 
re Cithokces (as they ſpeaks and of the:R aww Chrrch, Yea, in 

-- Turkyirfelf;, they are carefallthar none but a-man devoted to 1 <- 
home: /brac publick Office. Yea, theſe very Jntiizo; thar Worſhip 
the Devil, will a5t be -under the'Governnent of any Sw24mores, 
bur ſach- as joyn witty tb&em ifs Obſervance of their Pawawes and 

” Tiblatrits:\ iEfeerns'ts be a Pritciple: imprinted in the mindes 
amd hearts © all menu elie2equity of it; Thur jach 4 Form of Ge- 
Dernnoent «beſt ſerveth ts Eftabti|Wihtir Religuany floonid by the con- 

Li” all _ E ogy mane 1h(rou Stare, 

| might adde, butT hope 'encuphbeth beco ſaidfor 
Defence 1 Tun Contrnon of what I baye affirmed touchin this 
Wat! ther. © rm; 2 unſatisfied, I ſhall defirt that you 
Eidly, . Fo / and irmpartially 'weigb the Crna of ay 
| nei, me communicwre yours; if any-remain againſt» ir, it 
5+. | though woech writing be'weariſeme unco me; yer Þ 
EY prot Ne flfrwer forrhe- Now! the Godof: Peact aid Tracth 


into all yy rg 'PexeCand 'Trath,'toxhe Peaife of bis Grace 
OY the Cord Pau white who {x"ther Ways the Truth, nd. che 
To wh _ al toi" Prebemimnie, and Glo, and 
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